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KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
KAREN B. CHAPPELLE 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
SYDNEY M, MEHRINGER 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 245282 

300 So~ Spring Street, Suite 1702 

Los Angeles, CA 90013 

Telephone: (213) 897-2537 · · 

Facsimile: (213) 897-2804 

E-mail: Sydney.Mehringer@doj.ca.gov 


Attorneys for Complc;tinant 

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the M~tter of the Accusation Against: CaseNo. ~t3.- tfs·=t 

MARY ELLEN PACE 
21551 Brookhurst St., #143 
Huntington.Beach, CA 92~46 .ACCUSATION 

Additional Address: 
301 Knob Hill Ave. #6 
Redondo Beach; CA 90277 

·Registered Nurse License No. 746830 

R~spondent. 

Complainant alleges: 

PARTIES· 

1. Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN ("Complainant") brings this Accusation solely in her· 

official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Bqard ofRegistered Nmsing, Dep~ent of 
. . . ' . ' 

Consumer Affairs. 

2. On or about March 4, 2009, the Board ofRegistered Nursing ("Board") issued 

Registered Nurse License Number 746830 to Mary Ellen Pace ("Respondent"). The Registered 

Nurse License was in full force and effect at all times relev.ant to the charges brought herein and 

will expire on August 31, 2014, unless renewed. 
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JURISDICTION. 

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board under the authority of the following 

laws. All section refereJ:1.ces are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated. 

· 4. Section 2750 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may discipline 


any licensee, including. a licensee holding a,temporary or an inactive license, for any reason 


provided in Article 3 (commencing w1th section 2750) of the Nursing Practice Act. 


5. Section 276.4 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the expiration of a licen~e 

shall no.t deprive the Board ofjurisdiction to proceed with a disciplinary proceeding against the 

· licensee or to render a decision imposing discipline on the license. 

6. Section 118, subdivision (b), ofthe.Code provides that the suspension, expiration, 

surrender, or cancellation of a license shall not deprive the Board ofjurisdiction to proceed with a 
. . 

disciplinary action during the period withi~ w:Qich the license may be renewed, restored, reissued 

or reinstated. 

STATUTES 

7. Section 2761 of the Code states: 
. . . 

"The l;>oard may take disciplinary action against a certified or licensed nurse or deny an. 


application for. a certificate or license for any of the following: 


"(a) Unprofessional conduct, which includes, but is not limited to, the following: 


,I. I I 

"(4) Denial oflicensure, revocation, suspension, restriqtion, or any other disciplinary action 
. \ . 

against a health care professional license or certificate by another state· or territory of the United 

States, by any other government agency, or by another California health care professional 

licensing board. A certified copy of the decision or judgment shall be conclusive evidence ofthat 

action." 

· COST RECOVERY 

8. 8. Business and Professions Code section 125.3. states that: 
. . 

11 (a) Except as otherwise provided by law, in ·any order issued-in resolution ofa disciplinary .. . . . 

proceeding before any board within the department or before the O~teopathic Medical Board 
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upon request of the entity bringing the proceedings, the adtnini,strative law judge may direct a 

licentiate found to have committed a ':'iolation or violations of the licensing act to pay a sum not 

·to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement ofthe case. 

11 (b) In the ~ase of a disciplined licentiate that is a corporation or a partnership, the order 

may be made against the licensed corporate entity or licensed partnership. 

11 (c) A certified copy of the actual costs, or a good faith estimate of costs where actual costs 

are not available; signed by the entity brmging the proceeding or its designated representative 

shall be prima facie evidence of reasonable costs of investigation and prosecution ofthe-case. 

The costs shall include the amount ofinyest1gative and enforcement costs up to the date ofthe 

hearing, including, but not limited to, charges imposed by the Attorney General. 

11
( d) The administrative law judge shall make a proposed finding ofthe amount of 

r~asonable CO$tS of investigation and prosecution of the case when request~d pursuant to 

subdivision (a). The finding of the administratiye law judge with regard to. costs shall not be 

reviewable by the board to iJ!crease the cost award. The board may reduce or eliminate the cost 

award, or remand to the administrative law judge ifthe proposed q.ecision fails to make a fmding 

on costs requested pursuant to subdivision (a) .. 

11
( e) If an order for recovery of costs.-is made and timely payment .is not inade as directed in 

the board's decision, the board may enforce the order for repayment in any appropriat~ court. 

This right of enforcement shall be ill addition to a,ny other rights the board may have as to any 

licentiate to pay costs. 

11(f) In any action for recovery of costs, proof of the board's decision shall be conclusive 

proof of the validity of the order ofpayment and the terms for payment. 

11(g)(1) Except as provided l.n paragraph (2), the board shall not renew or 

reinstate .the license of any licentiate who has failed to pay all of the costs ordered 

under this section. 

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the board may, in its discretion, 


conditionally renew or reinstate for a maximum of one year the license of any 


licentiate who demonstrates financial hardship and who enters into a formal 
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agreement with the board to reimburse the board within that one-year period for the 

unpaid costs. 

"(h) All costs recovered under this section shall be considered a reimbursement for costs 

incurred and shall be deposited in the fund of the board recovering the costs to be available upon 

appropriation by the Legislature. 

"(i) Nothing in this section shall preclude a board from including the recov~ry of the costs 

of investigation and enforc~ment of a case in any stipulated settlement. 

"G) This section does not apply to any board if a specific statutory provision in that board's 

licensing act provides for recovery ·of costs i~ an administrative disciplinary proceeding. 

"{k) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the Medical Board of California shall 

not request nor obtain from a physidan and surgeon, investigation ailcl. prosecution costs for a 

disciplinary proceeding against the licentiate. The board shall ensure that this subdivision is 

revenue neutral with regard to it anci that any loss of revenue or increase in costs resulting from 

this subdivision is offset by an increase in the.amount of the initial license fee and the biennial 

renewalfee, as provided· in subdivision (e) of Section 243 5," 

CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Discipline by the New York Board. ·ofNursing) 
. . 

9. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Code section 2761, subdivision 

(a)(4) on the grounds of unprofessional conduct in that Respondent's registered nurse license was 

disciplined as follows: 

10. On or about March 9, 2010, in a case entitled In the Matter ofMary Ellen Pace, case 

number 24942, the Board of Regents of the University of the State ofNew York is·sued an Order · 

which granted an Application for Consent Order between the New York State Education 

Department, Office ofProfessjonal Discipline, State Board for Nursing and Respondent. 

Pursuant to the terms or'the Order, Respondent's license was suspended for two years, but the 

execution of the last fifteen months of the suspension .was stayed and her license was placed on 

probation two years, subject to certain terms and conditions. 
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11. The facts and circumstances underlying the Application for Consent Order, to which 
. . 

. Respondent admitted, were that Respondent committed the following acts ofunprofessional 

conduct: 

(a) In or about and between June 2008 and August 2008, while employed as the 

director of nursing at Altamont House in Altamont, New York, Respondent developed an 

inappropriate relationship with D.B., an adult male resident of Altamont House who was on 

parole. This relationship included email cori:ununications, telephone calls, and personal 

conversations, which wer~ outside the boundaries of the professional relationship. Additionally, 

Respondent allowed D.B. to move into her home with her upon his release from Altamont House. 

P.RAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

and that following the hearing, the Board of R~giste;red Nursing issue a decision: 

1. Revoking or suspending Registered Nurse License Number 746830, issued to Mary 

· Ellen Pace; 

2.. Ordering Mary Ellen Pace to pay the Board of Registered Nursing the reasomible · 

costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and PrcifeS$ions 

Code section 125.3; and 

Taking such other and further action as de~med necessary and proper. 

DATED: -::i:tc..etvl6a<.. ( 2ot.2- . . MAL--~ . 
. . - [~LOUISE R. BAILEY, M.ED., RN . 

· -flY Executive Officer 
· · Board ofRegistered Nursing

Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
Complainant . · 

· LA2012508174 
Sll9S022.doc 

5 


Accusation 


